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Use these Do’s and Don’ts for successful digital sewing pattern printing








Hey y’all, today I’m going to talk about how to print pdf sewing patterns. Since part of my business is pattern design and I sell PDF sewing patterns, I often get questions about printing issues. Today I’m going to share a tutorial for digital sewing pattern beginners. I know when I first heard of these I couldn’t imagine how it was possible to print a full size sewing pattern on a home printer. If you’ve never downloaded and printed a PDF sewing pattern, know that the patterns are tiled and you assemble them in first row, second row, third row etc like a jigsaw puzzle. 




The other important point with printing sewing patterns at home is that you need to be precise in your print settings to make sure your printed and assembled pattern ends up the correct size. 




My patterns include very thorough printing instructions, but sometimes people still run into issues. In an attempt to help everyone, I made a short video for my YouTube Channel. (If you can’t get the video to play below, click here to go watch it on YouTube.)











Like this? You can subscribe to  my channel here to make sure you don’t miss any videos. 




Now that video is just how I format my patterns for printing and assembly. There are various methods that designers use to mark rows for assembly. I add both numbers and alphabet markings, but I’ve seen diamond markings, cute graphics and other ways to delineate the columns and how they get taped together. Patterns can be printed in portrait or landscape view; in my patterns I alternate depending on which way the pieces better fit. But I always include those instructions. 




DO’S AND DON’TS OF PDF PATTERN PRINTING




Here’s a list of do’s and don’ts to print sewing patterns. Note that I am U.S. based, so my measurements are imperial. If you’re in the UK, Europe, or other metric measurement countries, you’d use those measurements. Most sewing pattern designers format for both U.S letter and A4 sized paper and include a test square with both imperial and metric measurements. 




Do:




	Use Adobe Reader to view/print, not Mac Preview, your internet browser or the version of Adobe Reader that comes with Windows. You can download Adobe Reader for free here.
	Print the page with the test square and measure carefully before printing the whole pattern. THIS IS IMPORTANT. If the square is 1/8″ (3mm) off and it’s a 2″ square (which is what I use) that means a pattern piece that is 8 inches long will suddenly be 1/2″ (12mm) longer or shorter – and that can be a whole size different! Longer/wider pattern pieces will be off even more.
	Read the printing instructions in your pattern
	Play with “Fit” “Scale” “Select by File Size” and “Auto-Rotate and Center” to get the right size test square. These settings may vary depending on your combination of printer and pattern.
	Write down settings for future reference





Don’t:




	Use Mac Preview, your internet browser or the Adobe Reader that comes with Windows to print. I have personally printed from Mac Preview and seen every page be off by a different amount! And if you click print straight from the internet browser or your email, you may even end up with missing lines or that aren’t on the actual pattern. Always download the pattern, then open in Adobe Reader.
	Print the whole pattern before measuring the test square
	Assume that because you used the same settings as you used another time the pattern is correct. ALWAYS MEASURE THE TEST SQUARE.





Once you’ve printed, you can use scissors, or a rotary cutter to cut off tile edges. I cut off two edges only, then overlap the tiles and tape on the size line I’m going to cut. 




Hopefully these tips will help you with PDF printing frustration and help with getting a perfect fitting garment from the pattern.




If you’re ready to get started with PDF patterns, check out the kids and women’s clothing pattern in my shop, Blank Slate Patterns. And if this post just convinced you that you don’t want to deal with digital printing at all, I offer copy shop prints for my women’s patterns which you can have shipped to you. For those in other countries where shipping might be cost prohibitive, A0 files are also included in the women’s patterns so that you can have the local copy shop print for you.  


Filed Under: Tools 
Subscribe

for your weekly sewing inspiration.

			
												
								
			

		



Previous Post: « Sew in Tune – Kid Approved
Next Post: Cowl Neck Tutorial »

Reader Interactions
Comments
	
	

		
		
			
				Samantha			


			February 17, 2014 at 6:38 am
		

		
			
			I’m in the UK, and I find that a lot of size issues are resolved by my selecting the correct paper size that the pattern is distributed in rather than the paper I use. 

So for example for US patterns, if I select US letter size paper rather than A4 and no scaling it prints perfectly, even printing it on A4. Of course sometimes patterns go right up against the edges and then they can get chopped off, but they’re always the right size! It’s rare to come across a pattern that has edges chopped off for me. 

I think the same for patterns that I write which are on A4, if US buyers choose the correct paper size then it prints out perfectly to scale. 

This is particularly helpful when using Windows 8 which has taken a lot of options away!!
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				Anne			


			February 17, 2014 at 2:48 pm
		

		
			
			I am making a top using a printed PDF pattern and it’s coming out about a size too small.  Guess why?  Because I decided that small difference in the test square wasn’t worth reprinting to correct. Ha!!  So I had to laugh at myself when I saw that in your post!!

I’ve linked to your tutorial on Craft Gossip:

http://sewing.craftgossip.com/video-tutorial-printing-pdf-patterns-on-your-home-printer/2014/02/17/

–Anne
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				Anne			


			February 17, 2014 at 2:48 pm
		

		
			
			I forgot to add – the post is scheduled to be published in a couple of hours.

		


		Reply

		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				Tina W.			


			July 4, 2023 at 7:49 pm
		

		
			
			Hi, Anne! That point stood out to me too! I’ve done the same. I learned something new.
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				Faye Nettles			


			February 17, 2014 at 9:17 pm
		

		
			
			I love being able to get patterns instantly. I just hate putting all the pieces together. What a pain in the neck plus the cost of paper and ink.
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				vanessa			


			April 14, 2014 at 7:34 am
		

		
			
			I have never had an issue with printing on windows 7 but now I’ve switched to a macbook so I may run into issues there. Either way, thank you for this tutorial!! Also, I disagree with PDF patterns being a hassle and expensive. I use EVERY size in the pattern. So for me, its extremely helpful to be able to print unlimited patterns and cut one for each size. Putting them together is a piece of cake compared to cutting tissue patterns down to size and then you would nearly have to purchase one for each size if you wanted to cut them down to a certain size. I personally fold the edges but thats neither here nor there.

Thanks again for the wonderful tutorial!
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				Christine			


			September 12, 2014 at 5:50 am
		

		
			
			Is there a way to take a patteren and make it bigger if the pattern size is to small or big for a person? like a sizw 6 patteren that I can turn into a size 8? Can it be down by scaling the. Pattern up or down?
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				Melissa Mora			


			September 12, 2014 at 8:29 am
		

		
			
			Take a look at this post:

http://mellysews.com/2014/09/make-sewing-pattern-bigger-smaller.html
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				Cherry Heinrich			


			September 29, 2014 at 1:14 pm
		

		
			
			I am also in the UK and I’m using Foxit Reader instead of Adobe. This has been reliable so far and with no scaling and paper set to A4 I haven’t had any problems with printing. 

I agree that multi size digital patterns are good value especially if you use more than one size and can cut them to size each time.

Thanks for great tutorial.
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				Penny D			


			December 1, 2014 at 12:51 am
		

		
			
			Wow that was quit the letter I received, all though I enjoy a free pattern now and then, I also enjoy reading, I don’t always respond to what I read but I usually read it if it has caught my attention, so when I received your letter I was very surprised. May GOD bless you always.
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				Lyndia			


			January 23, 2016 at 1:07 pm
		

		
			
			New to sewing and love the concept of printing patterns NOW plus you can save and go back to them.  Thank you so much for these tips cause I would have just printed and given no thought to sizing.  Awesome!
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				Liz			


			October 24, 2020 at 4:19 am
		

		
			
			Thank you so much for this post. You’ve just saved me in the nick of time from impending disaster!

		


		Reply

		
	
	


	
		Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
Comment * 
Name * 

Email * 

Website 

 



Δ

	

	Primary Sidebar



Search



	


	

	

	

E-mail Newsletter

			
																	
				
				
			

		


Footer
			©2011-2024, Melissa Mora.

Copyright and Legal Information

Privacy Policy



		

			Amazon Affiliate Disclosure:

Melissa Mora is a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program, an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for sites to earn advertising fees by advertising and linking to Amazon.com. As an Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases through my affiliate links.



		




Copyright © 2024 Melly Sews on the Foodie Pro Theme












